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The socio-economic research 

process

This part of the home space study is concerned with the social and eco-
nomic characteristics of the households surveyed in the universal Built 
Environment and Socio-Economic Study. 

The objective of the physical and socio-economic study is to investigate  
how people develop their ‘Home Space’ physically and relate this to so-
cial and economic factors – including studying this over approximately 
10 years (from a previous study in 2000) and 20 years (from a previous 
study in 1990). To be able to do this longitudinal survey the new survey 
instrument needed to be consistent with the previous surveys as much as 
possible, but could also expand on this. 

The 1990 survey used a closed, more quantitative, questionnaire, but this 
proved difficult in many ways and thus the 2000 survey used an open-
ended, more qualitative, semi-structured interview method – which was 
continued in the 2010 study. This method is based on the measurement 
of poverty and wealth through assets, which include monetary assets but 
also include human, social, physical and legal assets. This widens the 
concept of poverty and wealth from a rather static measurement to a rela-
tive measurement, which allows a better reflection of the dynamic nature 
of household living conditions.

A list of 11 themes was developed considered as important for the under-
standing of the living conditions in peri-urban Maputo. The collected data 
serves as the background material for the socio-economic study. The 11 
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piration as to what government should provide in the neighbourhood 
were dealt with. Household participation in local affairs and level of 
political activity in terms of voting in elections was touched upon. 

10. The land issue is central and hence the sense of security of tenure 
was surveyed. Who claims land ownership? When and how the plot 
was acquired, who was involved in the process and what type of doc-
umentation did the plot holder posses? Eventual conflicts over plot 
ownership or plot boundaries were reviewed. The issue of land and 
heritage was further dealt with. Issues related to eventual sale of plots 
were examined. Finally respondents were asked whether in posses-
sion of an additional plot somewhere else. 

11. The issue of well-being and aspirations for the future were dealt with 
related to improvements of house and eventual plans for future im-
provements. Finally issues concerned with neighbourhood life in gen-
eral were surveyed in terms what has been improved and what needs 
to be done still and who would eventual be responsible for such inter-
ventions according to the respondents. 

Interviews were hence structured around these themes and were con-
ducted in November and December 2009 and in February 2010. 

The total number of cases surveyed was 102 which have been surveyed 
physically, however only 97 cases of the study have socio-economic data 
as 5 cases were uninhabited at the time of the investigation for various 
reasons.

themes were developed as guidelines to structure the interview in order 
to assure that all required information was obtained.

1. The interviewed member of the household was characterised con-
cerning gender, age and schooling level. 

2. General overview and composition of the households. How large 
were the households and how were these structured in terms of gen-
der and age. The issue of marriage type was further dealt with. The 
issue of eventual tenants or others living on plot not being members 
of the household were surveyed.

3. Place of origin. If migrated to Maputo from where and when. In the 
case of originating from outside Maputo what was the relationship to 
this home land? How many were long term residents living on the plot 
since childhood.  

4. Employment status of household and aspects of economic resources. 
What was the main source of income and which other survival strate-
gies had the household embarked upon? Did the house posses a 
agricultural plot and was this generating income or food supply for 
domestic use? The relation to formal financial institutions (savings/
debts) or informal saving groups was dealt with.

5. The human resources embraced in each household were analysed 
in terms of dependents, number of children (below 15 years) and 
schooling. 

6. The physical resources in terms of water & sanitation and the type of 
domestic energy were surveyed. Issues related to type and quality of 
house, plot sizes and income generating activities on plot have been 
reviewed in the Built Environment Report.  

7. The provision of social equipment in terms of schools and health fa-
cilities were highlighted and so were the access public transport. The 
household’s sense of security, the presence of police and eventual 
street lighting were analysed. 

8. Social assets and social networks within the neighbourhood including 
family and kin in the neighbourhood. Relation to religious institutions 
and who is helping out when in need was further dealt with. 

9. Legal assets and eventual relation to the local administration and as-
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Of the male headed households 44 % were categorized as being very 
poor or poor while 23% were categorized as rich or very rich and about 
33 % were categorized as belonging to an estimated medium economic 
level. 

Of the female headed households 55% were categorized as very poor 
and poor while another 20% are rich or very rich while 25 % was catego-
rized as of medium economic level. 

In general this reflected a relative insignificant difference between the 
economic status of male and female headed households, but still with 
more poor female headed households. However the difference is not very 
significant suggesting that women in general as heads of households suc-
ceeded coping and implementing survival strategies as good as the male 
headed households.

Gender, age and education of 

interviewed

Approximately 75% in the sample were male headed households and 
consequently 25% of the cases studied were female headed households. 

The respondents were in 42% cases with men out of which 57% also were 
the head of household. 55% of the interviews were made with women and 
of these 24% were the head of household. 

The overrepresentation of women interviewed in relation to how many 
households that de facto were female headed, is explained due to the fact 
that the fieldwork was executed during daytime, when women to a greater 
extent were at home.
 
The respondents had a mean age of 37 years reflecting quite a variation 
among the respondents as some were young while others were quite old 
as the men in their working age as a matter of principle often were on duty 
at the time of the interviews. As the life expectancy rates in Mozambique 
is 48 years the average of the interviewed is quite levelled and covers a 
reasonable spread in age of the respondents.     

Those interviewed not being heads of the household, were normally the 
wife or in some cases daughter or mother, of the head of the household. 
Some interviews were with men who were the sons of the head of house-
hold or in some cases a nephew, father or cousin. 
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Household composition

The research has applied the following definitions concerning households:

• Single person household (one person living on their own - very few 
in the sample) 

• Single parent household (a head of household with children or other 
dependent family members) – only a few in the sample

• Nuclear household (spouses with or without dependents) well repre-
sented in the sample

• Nuclear household with some extensions (horizontal and vertical) – 
i.e. some minor additions of close family members who are depend-
ent – e.g. an elderly parent or young nephews/nieces – quite common 
in the sample

• Extended household – i.e. a household with major ‘off-shoots’ of rela-
tives who themselves have dependents – e.g. a brother/sister of the 
head of household (or sometimes their spouse), with their depend-
ents quite a number represented in the sample (although previously 
much more prevalent as shown in the 1990 and 2000 surveys). Po-
lygamous households are always extended household

Nuclear families were the most common household structure with 55% 
of the cases followed by extended families (30%). Single parent families 

Education 

The level of schooling amongst the respondents showed huge variations 
from 8 cases without attending school to 10 cases in higher education. 

Approximately 9% were illiterate and never went to school while 11% had 
up to 3 years of schooling while another 32% had up to 6 years of primary 
education. Further 20% had a maximum of 9 years of schooling, 13% 
were in secondary education with a maximum of 12 years and 10% were 
in university while 5% were in some kind of vocational training. These 
data suggests that the households in the sample were in quite a dramatic 
social transition process with some residents being illiterate while others 
were in university.

The limited number in vocational training suggests that this level of train-
ing was lacking behind as an option for young school leavers. In general 
the youth were often complaining on the difficulties getting enrolled into 
tertiary education.   

Schooling level was thus relatively low with the majority having 4-6 years 
of primary education only. This finding corresponds to the national 2007 
census in which education was also surveyed. 
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Household size

The research recorded that an average of 6 people was residing on plot 
in the home space sample. There was a significant difference between 
the numbers of residents on plot between the 5 economic status groups. 

Within the rich groups the lowest number was found with some 5 while the 
highest number residing on plot was found in the medium income group 
with 7 residents per plot. The very poor and poor families had slightly 
smaller number residing on plot with 5 and 6 respectively.

This suggests that the better off segments were having smaller house-
holds (nuclear families) indicating the penetration of modern family life-
styles with family planning within this social strata. 

The medium economic group appeared to have the capacity to absorb 
additional family members as the data suggests these households being 
the largest with an average of 7 people living on plot. 

were mostly female headed. Polygamy was rare but still exists in a few 
cases. 

The poorer segments of the sample were in many cases not married for-
mally albeit living together as a family with few having concluded partly 
the traditional marriage process. Some families had only completed the 
mutual family presentation ceremony. 40% in the very poor category were 
living as single parent families, the vast majority being women. Within the 
better-off families 80% had completed the full traditional marriage process 
with also civil registration and many were further married in their affiliated 
church. A full marriage process is a costly event and hence the poor had 
in many cases only partly completed this. Furthermore many among the 
poor and the very poor were living as single parent families whether di-
vorced, widows or abandoned by partner.   

Among the segment with low economic status, common-law marriage 
was most frequent. The relationships are not completely symmetrical, but 
there was noted a tendency from the full traditional marriage with church 
wedding and civil ceremony for the wealthier segments, common-law 
marriage and family presentation for the less wealthy while the poorest 
families often were not married, but still living together as a couple with 
their dependents.  
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Renting

Renting activities was observed as a relative rare phenomenon with only 
7 cases in the sample. Most renting activities were observed within me-
dium and poor groups and in home spaces located relatively close to the 
City Centre obviously considered as attractive by accommodation seek-
ers in terms of access to employment opportunities and services.  

The study carries evidence that tenants in the sample all were nuclear 
families except one case which was composed of 4 single men renting 
one room. In another case 5 tenant households composed of a total of 13 
persons were renting back yard rooms.

Absentee landlords were not observed in any of the home space sample 
cases and hence in all cases the landlord co-inhabited the plot with the 
tenants. Some households expressed a desire to rent out living spaces 
indicating that the issue of renting is emerging in the peri-urban areas of 
Maputo as an additional source of income for typically low and medium 
income people.  
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Place of origin

Most respondents were migrants into the city (59%), while 41% were orig-
inating from Maputo province or municipality. However as the current gen-
eration of migrants is ageing the majority of the  population growth is now 
composed of people born in Maputo evidenced clearly in the Home Space 
sample. This finding corresponds to demographic research currently un-
dertaken by Eduardo Mondlane University, Centre for African Studies 
pointing to the issue of urban growth and migration indicating that urban 
population growth to a great extend now is increasingly generated within 
the Maputo population itself and to a lesser extent due to in-migration. 

Most migrants came in search for work or as refugees during the war 
ending in 1992. The majority of the migrants were from the southern prov-
inces closest to Maputo namely Gaza and Inhambane.

Most respondents considered Maputo as their home city albeit links to the 
place of birth still had some importance for some respondents. However 
links to the rural area of origin appears to no longer imply regular visits as 
transport was considered expensive by many respondents. In general the 
study proves that links to the rural hinterland were weakening and less 
strong than previously. This process was also affected by the war and 
displacement of people from their homelands where no one remained and 
hence nothing to go back to.

Approximately 8% were long term residents meaning always lived there 
i.e. were born on the plot in most cases. Long term residents were in gen-
eral belonging to the medium or lower income groups. Some of these long 
term residents had originally larger plots which in most cases had been 
subdivided and sold or ceded within the family.

In many African cities renting out living space is big business with quite 
wealthy landlords not living on the premises and often in possession of 
many rooms for rent in quite dilapidated conditions e.g. Kibera in Nairobi.  
However this study only carries evidence of absentee landlords in very 
few cases where only few rooms were rented out and hence renting in 
peri-urban has as yet not turned into real business.

Maputo Municipality:   28%

Maputo Province:   13%

Gaza:   32%

Inhambane:   12%

Other Provinces:   15%
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• Very rich: Big villa type house. High walls defining plot with security 
devices and sometimes security guards. Fully equipped kitchen and 
two indoor toilets. Additional toilet outside. All rooms air-conditioned. 
Two or more household members in employment. One or more cars 
in a garage. Decorative garden. House servants. At least one mem-
ber of the household with tertiary education.

The distribution of these economic groups within the Home Space sample 
was as follows:

• Very poor 23% 
• Poor 24%
• Medium 33%
• Rich 15%
• Very rich 5%

Approximately half (47%) were categorized as poor (23%+24%) and 33% 
were considered as having a medium level of economic capacity. Some 
20% (15%+5) were considered as belonging to the better-off segments 
in the peri-urban areas of Maputo in the sample. These figures generally 
reflects the level of poverty in Mozambican urban areas as identified in 
other studies e.g. Poverty and Wellbeing in Mozambique: Third national 
Poverty Assessment, Ministry of Planning and Development, Mozam-
bique, September 2010.

 

Economic assets 

The study had defined 5 economic categories ranging from very poor and 
poor via medium to rich and very rich. The categories were defined as 
follows:

• Very poor: Families with hardly any assets and living in small and 
poorly constructed houses. Very few material goods i.e. furniture and 
toilet as simple pit latrine. Cooking outside on charcoal. No television. 
No regular source of income. 0-5 years of primary education. 

• Poor: Small house in a poor state of maintenance. Little furniture. 
Toilet as simple or improved pit latrine. Kitchen outside on charcoal. 
Sometimes with fridge and TV.  Irregular income within the informal 
sector. One member of household with up to 7 years of schooling.

• Medium: Medium size house in a relative good state of maintenance. 
Toilet inside or in separate annex and/or additional pit latrine. Electric-
ity connection. Kitchen inside and outside. Regular income (formal 
and/or informal). Designated sitting room with TV and fridge. One 
member of household with up to 12 years of schooling. House serv-
ant at times.  

• Rich: Big house. High walls defining the plot. Kitchen and toilet(s) 
inside house. Often additional toilet outside. Most rooms air-condi-
tioned. Two or more household members in employment. Car owner-
ship. Decorative garden. House servant(s).  At least one member of 
the household with tertiary education.
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Employment

In 66% of the responding households at least one member was engaged 
in the informal sector, while 34% were in some kind of formal employment 
based on a contract or written agreement. 

Informal sector work covered a wide range of activities such as building 
construction, carpentry and blacksmith services, informal sale of goods 
and food, the transport sector and security services.    

• 26% worked as informal workers often on a day to day basis
• 31% were in formal employment (civil servants or in private busi ness-

es) 
• 20% worked as informal vendors
• 3% worked in security, some formal some informal 
• 20% had “other” type of informal activities i.e. domestic services, veg-

etable production in a green zone ect.  

In the case of female income earners, informal work was mainly selling 
household goods, food and vegetables and domestic service. In the case 
of male breadwinners, informal activities were predominately in the build-
ing and transport sector, selling second hand clothing and household 
goods and in security services. 

Formal work mostly falls in the category of civil servants or private em-
ployment in industries, shops, transport and construction and in the se-
curity sector. 
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Urban Agriculture 

36% of the households interviewed were in possession of an agricultural 
plot in a designated green zone or another agricultural piece of land not 
being the housing plot. 

Significantly many households in the lower income bracket were in pos-
session of an agricultural plot and hence 14% of the very poor and 22% 
among the poor were engaged with agricultural production in a desig-
nated green zone. Within the medium economic group some 13% were 
in the possession of an agricultural plot while among the upper segments 
only very few were in possession of an agricultural plot and hence not 
engaged with urban agriculture. 

Out of the households with an agricultural plot in 75% of the cases the 
production was mostly for domestic consumption with some households 
selling from the housing plot as a petty trade activity. However some 25% 
of the households with an agricultural plot were regularly supplementing 
the household economy selling their agricultural produce at the market 
and hence agricultural plot engagement was an important economic ac-
tivity for these households.   

There were a larger number of male headed households in possession 
of an agricultural plot than female headed households. Furthermore few 
of the female headed households were supplementing the household in-
come from selling crops and hence these households were primarily pro-
ducing for self consumption.    

80% of the more wealthy households were in formal employment, while 
for the very poor and poor households some 82% were in informal em-
ployment. 

74% of the female headed households were active in the informal sector, 
while the proportion for male headed households engaged in the informal 
sector was 56%. This finding suggests that women predominately still 
were responsible for the private sphere caring for the family. Many women 
engaged with informal activities did so in direct connection to the house in 
terms of selling vegetable and household goods either from a kiosk built 
on the plot facing the street or as a table top shop being removed every-
day after business hours.  

In the case of households with members working in South Africa it was 
difficult to review whether these were engaged within the formal or infor-
mal sector as the many men previously working in the mines had dropped 
considerably over recent years and respondents were in most cases not 
able to provide information on the nature of the work that relatives were 
engaged with in South Africa.
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Savings and debts

32% were reported in a position to save some money while the remaining 
68% were not saving regularly in any form and hence living on a day to 
day economy. This evidences that poverty was widespread and a real-
ity for many peri-urban Maputo residents. However when correlating the 
households in the study without savings to their housing conditions some 
of these still had quite consolidated houses. Poverty is hence relative and 
not necessarily directly linked to monetary possessions as many are con-
tinuously investing in their homes.  

Among the very poor some18 % had savings in saving groups with only 
very few holding bank accounts. Among the poor some 43% were ac-
tive in local saving groups and some with bank accounts too. Within the 
medium group a significant number (75%) had the ability to save some 
money quite an even spread over banks and savings groups. Almost all 
the better-off segments had savings in banks. 17% of the poor and 22% 
of the medium economic segment were reported investing in building ma-
terials stored on the plot indicating a strong desire to invest in house and 
plot development.
    
The figures on savings suggest that all the affluent people in the sam-
ple had savings and bank accounts while the poor to a lesser extent ap-
peared to be able to save money and most did not have a bank account. 
Savings groups were basically the mechanism through which the low-
income people seek to invest when in possession of some extra money 
with women more active in savings groups than men. Furthermore house 

Among the households in a possession of an agricultural plot, some 46% 
households further had a vegetable garden on their housing plot produc-
ing for self consumption only. 

A relative significant number of households within the poorer segments 
with an agricultural plot had a regular contribution to household economy 
selling crops and a quite substantial contribution to household food con-
sumption. This was true in the case of 30% among the very poor and 36% 
among the poor with an agricultural plot and these households thus sup-
plemented the household economy from agricultural engagement. How-
ever in many cases this monetary contribution was modest and mostly 
generated selling the vegetables from table stands in front of plot.  

Within the medium economic group only 10% of the households holding 
an agricultural plot were engaged with commercial production contribut-
ing to household livelihoods.  

None within the rich groups had contribution from green zone activities 
to household neither food consumption nor monetary income. All more 
better-off households were thus considered fully integrated in the mod-
ern monetary economy. However a few better-off households were still 
engaged in urban agricultural production as an additional household eco-
nomic activity. 

Some 20% of the sample households had small animal production on 
their plot. In most cases these were chickens/ducks and in a few cases 
pigs. This kind of food produced within the individual home spaces was in 
all cases for self consumption only.
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Dependents

Most of the surveyed household had dependents living with them with a 
mean value of 3,6 dependants per household. This did not vary much ac-
cording to economic status. 

70% of the households had adults living with them as dependents with a 
mean value of 2.3 per household while 87% had children living with them 
as dependents with a mean value of 2,2 children per household.
  
According to the 2007 census the number of depending children was 1.8 
on average in Maputo Municipality including the Central City neighbour-
hoods. This relative lower figure suggests that households in the cement 
city generally have fewer children than households in the neighbourhoods 
and hence a quite lower mean value. In Copenhagen, Denmark the mean 
value is 0,3 children per household.

The relation between number of children per household and econom-
ic status indicated that the very poor households had 2,1 children per 
household, the poor households had 2,4, the medium economic group 
had 2,5, while rich households had 1,7 children and very rich households 
had 1,6 children per household living with them. This illustrates that the 
low income households in general had a significant larger children de-
pendent ratio per household. This finding supports what many studies in 
developing countries have evidenced namely that family sizes diminishes 
with improved family economy. 

At the time of the interview 84% were in primary education, 12% in sec-
ondary, 2% in vocational training and 1% in university in the poor eco-

investments were recorded in all income groups and quite frequent within 
the low-income households.  

Only 17% across the five economic groups were reported in debt. The 
debts were distributed between debts to banks and micro credit organisa-
tions as the most common while debts to friends and commercial middle-
men were even distributed and in general very limited. Amongst the very 
poor and the poor only few had debts (18%) and none had debts to bank-
ing institutions. In the medium income bracket some 22% had debts either 
to a bank or a micro credit group while within the better-off economic 
categories most were in debts to banks. 

The figures on savings and debts suggest a general low level of debt with 
an indication that the higher income segments having significant more 
debts in formal financial institutions while the low-income people in gen-
eral only to a limited extent had debts and if so be it was related to the 
informal sector of the economy. This finding is in line with research un-
dertaken in Mozambique and other Southern African countries pointing to 
the issue of the majority of the urban population not being considered as 
financial feasible by the banking sector and hence hardly any of the low-
income households are benefiting from housing mortgage arrangements.
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Service provision

60% of the Home Space cases had running water on their plots of which 
14% were supplied by a public water source. No plots were served with 
sewer and hence 33% had a simple pit latrine while improved pit latrines 
were installed in 28% of the sample and WC with septic tank were re-
corded in 26% of the cases.
 
75% in the study had electricity installed. However electricity connection 
did not necessarily imply regular electricity supply as quite a few of the 
very poor and poor often were without electricity due to difficulties in pay-
ing the affiliated costs. 

As to fuel for cooking all households were using charcoal at times and the 
poor cooking with charcoal on a regular basis. All better-of households 
used a mixture between gas, electricity and occasional charcoal for cook-
ing. 

The level of service provision recorded in the 2010 survey is a major 
change in relation to the previous 1900 and 2000 studies where many 
relied on wells and without electricity. Furthermore the majority previously 
cooked on charcoal or firewood.

nomic categories. For the medium economic category 50% were in pri-
mary school, 47% in secondary school and 2% in university. Among the 
better-off segments 38% were in primary school 39% in secondary, 14% 
in university and finally some 9% in other training.

Although other factors may have some influence on educational level, the 
economic status of the households obviously did have a clear correla-
tion with schooling level. This is especially evident when regarding those 
studying at university, where all in this study came from medium, rich and 
very rich households.
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Social infrastructure

Primary schools and secondary schools were considered in proximity to 
the households interviewed and hence 82% of respondents lived less 
than 15 minutes walking distance from a primary school and 61% lived in 
less than 15 minutes walking distance from a secondary school. 

In terms of health institutions some 33% said they live less than 15 min-
utes walk from a health facility. Another 33% lived 15-30 minutes away 
from a clinic, and the rest 33% indicated living far from a health facility. 

Market facilities and public transport were according to the respondents 
quite well covered within easy reach. However many respondents claimed 
that transport was expensive and difficult to access as crowding and traf-
fic congestion was considered serious.  

A majority (60%) of respondents reported that they felt safe in their neigh-
bourhoods, and that security was good corresponding to the 60 % that 
lived in areas with streetlights.  However some 40% were not happy with 
the security situation in their neighbourhood due to poor street lighting 
and limited police patrolling.

Security issues were not covered by the previous studies and hence no 
correlation is possible however it appeared to be a new phenomenon cre-
ated along the urbanisation process.
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Legal resources

Most of the respondents knew the local administrative leader, while only 
38% knew the Secretary responsible for the wider Neighbourhood. Every-
one except one respondent voted in the last national elections indicating 
a strong faith in the political democracy. However at the same time 24% 
deliberately expressed that “the government does nothing” and “there is 
no point in waiting for the government” in terms of improving living condi-
tions in the neighbourhood.

30% expected the government to provide improvements in water provi-
sion and planned development. 34% of the respondents believed that the 
government had an obligation to help in creating jobs and 41% of the re-
spondents expected the government to provide “other” things e.g. paying 
school fees. These data demonstrates a strong believe and dependency 
on the government as the sole provider of public goods. 

Social assets

63% of the respondents reported having family and kin nearby or in the 
neighbourhood. Engagement with civic organizations or CBOs was not 
common within the home space sample with only one case reported as 
active in civic organisations reflecting limited involvement and participa-
tion in local development affairs.

The family, neighbours, friends and church were mentioned as important 
actors when in need for assistance. However when asked who respond-
ents turn to if in severe problems, 82% responded the family. There was a 
quite large proportion (26%) who indicated having no one to turn to when 
in difficulties.

71% of the households in the home space sample had at least one and 
often more members attached to a church aggregation and 24% of these 
were reported as being active in church attending services regularly. How-
ever church engagement played a significant role as a social asset as 
evidenced in the ethnographic study.   
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Land access

75% of the cases stated that they consider that the head of household 
holds the plot user rights. An additional 10% claim the user rights were 
shared between the head of household and part of the family. In the re-
maining cases (15%), the user rights belonged to another family mem-
ber. This indicates that head of household was considered at the centre 
concerning all issues related to land and that the broader family played a 
secondary role.

32% of all the respondents moved to their plot between 2000 and 2010. 
Another 32% moved there between 1990 and 2000, and the rest 36% 
have lived on the plot since before 1990 (half of these declared they were 
there before 1980). There were cases (7%) having always lived on the 
plot. This demonstrates an enormous influx to the home space plots as 
approximately two third moved to their present plots over the recent two 
decades.  

The large majority claimed there was agricultural plot or bush on the plot 
when they moved to where they now live. This means that all these new 
settlers have constructed their houses from scratch. This suggests that 
a housing market had hardly been established as the majority had only 
purchased the land and not the house. However the study reveals that 
this is under transition as some households in the study have bought their 
house. 

There is a quite clear indication of an emerging land market as highlighted 
in the 2000 survey. The current study thus indicates that these first or 
second generation settlers increasingly were subdividing and selling their 
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Only 5 cases reported having problems with their property rights or 
boundary disputes however three of these were already solved at the 
neighbourhood level without involving any higher legal institutions. 

70% of respondents reported that they intend their children to inherit the 
plot and 3% that another family member will inherit, while 19% did not yet 
have specific plans for the plot in the future. For some of the respondents 
this question appeared without any importance presumably indicating that 
land issues was considered family issues and marketing family land was 
not on the agenda at all. 

36% of the responding households had an additional agricultural plot plot. 
Only a very limited number of households had another plot for housing 
development. 

However the fact that more than one third had both land for agricultural 
plot and a  housing site is a remarkable high figure indicating that land in 
peri-urban Maputo previously was easy accessible even for low-income 
people. As land now increasingly is being sold at the market at high prizes 
the poorer segments will eventually be squeezed out as major land hold-
ers in peri-urban Maputo. 

farmland or homesteads. In some instances this process resulted in quite 
small plots as the plot seller was eager to maximise the potential profit 
e.g. case 104.

More than half (58%) of the respondents bought their plot. 18% was al-
located by an authority and for 10% the land was ceded within the family. 
This contradicts the formal land tenure system in Mozambique due to 
which all land belongs to the state and hence it is only the investment on 
the land that formerly may be sold at the market.   

75% of the respondents claimed to have some form of documentation for 
plot ownership. 36% indicated they have a declaration signed by the local 
affirming their residency status for the area and the specific house. 22% 
indicated they have a declaration from the authorities testifying a buyer/
seller agreement, and 20% claimed to have a formal usufruct land use 
document. Finally another 11% claimed to have an occupancy applica-
tion in progress. This suggests a quite fluid situation concerning land right 
perceptions and documentation and many interpretations to what this in 
reality implies. Notwithstanding this there was a very high sense of tenure 
security and very few conflicts related to land reported in the study with 
75% reported that they feel a high sense of tenure security. Only 10% of 
the sample reported having a low sense of security of tenure while 9% 
did not consider tenure security as an issue. Eventual problems with land 
rights or boundary disputes were all solved locally without involving any 
higher legal institutions. These findings on land tenure are significant and 
quite unique in an African urban context where most residents are either 
tenants or informal settlers with limited sense of security of tenure.   
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Aspirations and well-being

Concerning the future some 24% expressed a desire to add more rooms 
to their current house while 29% wanted to build a perimeter wall. Finally 
22% wanted to finish the house and 20% had plans to improve the water 
and sanitation. This evidences a strong interest to further consolidate the 
homes within the Home Space sample. Houses in the Home Space study 
are thus gradually turned into homes with all what this implies in terms of 
pride and investment.  

In response to desired neighbourhood improvements 22% of the house-
holds mentioned water provision and 20% better security and finally 19% 
expressed concern to the poor roads and drainage. The remaining issues 
for betterment in the neighbourhood were concerned with clinics, better 
transport, waste management and community facilities. 

11% of the respondents deliberately indicated that noting had been done 
to improve the infrastructure or other issues pertinent in the neighbour-
hood for betterment. Albeit this means that many are far from satisfied 
with government performance the majority still expressed expectations to 
the government in providing the needed infrastructure services.
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ents living with them with an average of 3,6 dependants per household. 
This did not vary much with economic status. 

Economic status had a significant influence on educational level illustrat-
ed by the fact that the ones in university all were belonging to the medium 
or rich households.

Renting out living space was only recorded in a few cases and always 
with the landlord living on the plot. The previous studies did not have any 
renting activity.  

The reveals that rural-urban migration is declining and hence not the ma-
jor cause for urban growth anymore.  

Approximately half of the respondents had completed a part of primary 
school with a quarter completed part of secondary school while 15% were 
in university and other training. The high number completing only partly 
their basic training indicates many school dropouts. Finally 9% had no 
education suggesting enormous disparities in access to education. 
 
82% among the poorer segments were informally employed while 80% of 
the wealthy groups were employed in the formal sector revealing a sig-
nificant transition from the previous studies where almost all households 
were engaged with informal economic activities. Approximately one third 
of the home space cases were reported in a position to save money in 
either banks or in savings groups. All better-off segments had savings in 
banks. None of the poor had bank accounts. However 75% of the medium 
group succeeded to save money in either banks or Xitique. Savings as 
building materials stored on site was common within the medium and the 
poorer segment. 

Approximately one third had a agricultural plot and most agricultural plot 
holders was among the lower income people and only for one quarter of 
these the agricultural plot was an important economic activity suggesting 
that agricultural plot engagement today plays a minor role in sustaining 
peri-urban households. 

Many had kin nearby and a majority reported that they felt safe in their 
neighbourhoods. However some 40% were not happy with the security 

Conclusion

The survey carries evidence of a remarkable household consolidation in 
relation to the previous studies in 1990 and 2000. All areas under study 
with previous quite rural characteristics are today rapidly with clear sub-
urban features.

The study reveals that the most common household composition was the 
nuclear family followed by the extended family households. The data does 
not indicate a strong relation between household composition and eco-
nomic status however none of the wealthy families were extended.

Approximately half of the home space households were categorized as 
poor while one third was considered with a medium level economy and 
finally 20% were classified as better off. This reflects in general the level 
of poverty in Mozambican urban areas as identified in other studies and 
depict a major transition from the previous studies as most households 
then was quit poor. 

Household sizes have diminished since the 2000 study and in 2010 ap-
proximately 6 people an average were residing on the home space plots. 
There was a significant difference between the numbers of residents per 
plot across the 5 economic groups with the rich categories with less than 
5 members while the medium category had more than 7 and the poor cat-
egories had 6 members living on plot. Almost all households had depend-
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situation in their neighbourhood complaining on poor street lighting and 
limited police presence. 

Very few of the home space households were active on civic organiza-
tions. 38% the respondents knew the local political representative and 
everyone voted in the last national election indicating a strong faith in the 
political system. However 24% deliberately expressed that “the govern-
ment does nothing” and “there is no point waiting for the government” in 
terms of improving living conditions in the neighbourhood.

There was generally a very high sense of security of land tenure and few 
conflicts related to land. Only 10% of the sample reported having a low 
sense of security of tenure while 9% did not consider tenure security an 
issue. This is a significant finding and quite unique in an African urban 
context where most low-income people are living either as renters or in 
deliberately insecure land tenure situations and hence hesitant to invest 
in their houses.

omeSpace
maputo

This document draws on the research programme ‘Home Space in African Cities’, funded 
by the Danish Research Council for Innovation 2009-2011, under the management of Prof. 
Jorgen Eskemose Andersen of the School of Architecture, Copenhagen. 
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It was implemented in partnership between the above institutions (led by Professors An-
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